CHAPTER IV

THE  FARMER AND   THE   LAND

THE end of Reconstruction found the tenant sys-
tem and the "crop lien" firmly fastened upon the
South. The plantation system had broken down
since the owner no longer had slaves to work his
land, capital to pay wages, or credit on which to
borrow the necessary funds. Many of the great
plantations had already been broken up and sold,
while others, divided into tracts of convenient size,
had been rented to white or negro tenants. What
had been one plantation became a dozen farmsf
a score, or even more. Men who owned smaller
tracts found it difficult to hire or to keep labor,
and many retained only the land which they or
their sons could work and rented the remainder of
their farms. This system is still characteristic of
Southern agriculture.

Few of the landless whites and practically none
of the negroes had sufficient money reserve to
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